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 This morning we continue our Lenten series on Offering our Best Gifts to God. In week one we 

looked at focusing on God’s best for us, which sometimes means letting go of good things. Last week we 

talked about the gift of perseverance.  This week we are looking at a hard gift – the gift of our obedience.  

We’re going look at this topic through the three covenant stories we just heard, and the people that God 

chose to call and work through.   

 Have you ever had a time in your life when you had a significant reset, when you started over in 

some way – or even in all ways?  These are life-changing moments are they?  We graduate high school 

and leave home to go to college or join the service.  We get married and leave our parents homes and 

begin a new life with our spouse.  We lose our jobs, or a pandemic hits, someone that we love dies and we 

have to start again. Depending on our circumstances, these can be anxious or exciting times, but either 

way they are always uncertain times. 

 This was certainly true with the main characters in the three stories that Sandy read us parts of just 

a moment ago. Let’s take a brief look at each one. The flood narrative that spans Genesis chapters 6 -9, is 

a story of total reset. The problems that lead to the reset begin back in Genesis chapter three when sin first 

enters the world through Adam and Eve’s disobedience, and the problems escalate from there. 

Disharmony intensifies in chapter four, when Cain kills Abel – it’s the first recorded murder. The 

downward spiral of humanity continues – go home and read it this afternoon, until finally, 6:1-8 narrates 

the breaking of God’s harmonious world. And God’s heart is broken as well -- God is so grieved that God 

regrets ever having made human kind.i  The Lord says, “I will blot out from the earth the human beings I 

have created, people together with animals and birds, for I am sorry that I have made them.”   

 But then what happens?  Noah, who is a righteous man, finds favor in God’s sight.  God tells 

Noah that the earth will be destroyed, and Noah is tasked with building a boat big enough to house his 
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family, a zoo full of animals, and enough food for everyone for the better part of a year.  What is Noah’s 

response to all of this?  Scripture gives us one simple sentence, “Noah did this, and all that God 

commanded him.” Does that amaze you as much as it amazes me? How in the world could Noah have the 

faith to obey such a command? Even if he is convinced, how can he convince others?  Guys, can you 

imagine coming home and saying to wife, “Honey, guess what?”  And I can only imagine what the 

townspeople think when Noah begins building this ship that is likely way too big for any body of water 

any where nearby. 

 But Noah does obey, and after everything is secure in the ark, the rains come –non stop for 40 

days (there’s that tithe of a year again).  And all told, Noah’s family spends the better part of the year on 

the ark.   

 Finally it is time to disembark, and the reset begins.  Twice, God blesses Noah and his family and 

he commands them to be fruitful and multiply – just as God instructed Adam and Eve back in the 

beginning.  God is persevering with humanity, God wants to stay in relationship with  them, so God starts 

over and makes a covenant, a promise. “Never again,” God says, “will the waters become a flood that 

destroys the whole earth.” (PAUSE) 

 In our second story, Abram is one the that God calls.  Abram’s first call comes in chapter 12, five 

chapters before what Sandy read for us.  At the age of 75 Abram is called to leave his homeland, his 

father’s house and his kinsmen to journey to a place that God will show him.  Again, can you imagine this 

conversation around the dinner table?  “Honey we’re moving.” 

 “Moving, where?” 

 “I don’t know, but we’ll know when we get there.  And by the way, we’re going to have a huge 

family too.” 

 Did Sarai think that Abram was getting senile?  How could they have the faith to leave everything 

they had ever known to journey to an unknown place?  It’s a total reset for this family. So Abram and 

Sarai and Lot pack up their family, and their possessions, and their servants, and their animals and they 
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go.  By the time we get to chapter 17, it is almost 25 years later, and they are still waiting.  Once again, 

God creates a covenant with Abram, now Abraham, and promises him land and a multitude of 

descendants. (Pause) 

 In the Exodus passage, the Israelites have been in the wilderness for just about three months when 

they arrive at the base of Mt. Sinai. This is another major reset isn’t it?  After spending hundreds of years 

in slavery in Egypt, God calls Moses to lead the Israelites out, to begin a whole new life in freedom as 

God’s chosen people. Can you imagine being Moses and seeing the burning bush that day? Can you 

imagine facing off against Pharaoh and demanding that he release his whole labor force?  Is it any wonder 

that Moses responded, “How could I ever?” 

Eventually Moses obeys and he leads the Israelites out of Egypt. God provides water and manna 

for them in the wilderness, and now they are at the base of the mountain. When Moses ascends the 

mountain, God tells him that the Israelites are his treasured possession – a priestly kingdom and holy 

nation. Soon, they think, they will occupy the Promised Land and all will be well.  (PAUSE) 

 If only these three stories were that simple.  But we know that they are not.  In the flood story, 

just three verses after God makes the covenant with Noah, we learn that Noah plants a vineyard, drinks 

too much, and passes out naked in his tent.  His sons cover him up –walking the blanket backwards out of 

respect. When Noah awakes, he is not grateful for their act of kindness, in fact he ends up cursing his 

youngest son Canaan….and so the cycle of discord begins again. 

Abraham and Sarah make their share of mistakes as well.  Early in their journey, they experience a 

famine and must detour to Egypt for food.  Abraham, Abram still at this point, is afraid that the Egyptians 

will kill him and take Sarah into Pharaoh’s concubine, so they decide to pass Sarah off as Abram’s sister.  

It’s a half truth – but one that brings plagues on Pharaoh and his house.  

A few chapters later, frustrated by their continued barrenness, Abram and Sarai take matters into 

their own hands and produce a child through Sarai’s slave girl Hagar. The world is still dealing with the 
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consequences of that decision. And when the promise from God comes again, what do they do? They 

laugh at the absurdity of it. 

 We talked just a few moments ago about Moses’ initial resistance to God’s call, and last fall we 

spent a significant amount of time studying the Israelites complaining, doubts, and disobedience in the 

wilderness – culminating in idolatry when they build the golden calf to worship.  

 These stories aren’t simple at all, because just like us, Noah, and Abraham and Sarah, and Moses, 

and all the people in Scripture up to the disciples in the New Testament were all fallible people.  They 

were people who did their best to obey God’s call – even when it seemed crazy. They were people who 

sinned and stumbled and fell, but got back up and kept going. How could they ever do it?  I wonder if the 

better question is, “How could they not?”  

 I would like to believe that all of these people understood the true character of God… that God is 

love, and that God in that love never gives up on us.  Does God get angry and frustrated with us at times? 

Of course, just like we who are parents get angry and frustrated with our children, but that doesn’t make 

us love them any less does it? 

 And I hope that all of these people persevered because ultimately they loved God too.  The quote 

on our bulletin today is from John 15:14 where Jesus says “If you are my friends, you will do what I 

command you.”  Another, perhaps better way to translate this verse is, “If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments.  Obeying because we love is evidence of mature faith. As children, we first obeyed 

because we feared punishment, didn’t we? But as we grow, we have to let go of childish reasons for 

obeying God's commands. Mature, adult obedience is this: We love God so much that we want to follow 

Jesus in every way and in every circumstance; because we know that he loves us and that his commands 

are always based on love. Sometimes we don’t understand how and why this is so, but we know that we 

can trust him. When we come to this realization, we begin to see how foolish it not to obey.ii  So how 

could we ever do it?  How could we ever not? 

 I invite you to close your eyes and bow your heads for our time of reflection this morning. 
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Have you ever felt God calling you to do something that seemed crazy –something that would 

require a major reset in your life?  How did you respond and what was the result? 

Has God ever led Farmville Baptist to reset in some way? I imagine that had to happen after so 

many left to start Heritage.  How did those who chose to stay here respond?  What did you learn from that 

time and others like it? 

It seems like all churches will be facing a significant reset post-pandemic, and we have no idea yet 

what God might be calling us to do or where God might be calling us to go.  Can we believe that God has 

a plan we cannot yet see?  Can we have the courage to obey knowing that God calls loves us and wants 

the best for us?  How could we not?   

  

 
i Elizabeth Webb, “Commentary on Genesis 9:8-17,” workingpreacher.org, February 26, 2012. 
ii From blog on The Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish website entitled, “The Joy of Obedience,” May 22, 2019. 


