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Sermon Title:  Letting go of the Good to Offer our Best 
Tracy Hartman 
Farmville Baptist Church. 
      

You see this morning’s theme printed at the top of our order of worship; Offering 

the Gift of Commitment to God’s call.  This theme helps us answer two of the questions 

we’re asking this Lenten season:  What gifts are we gathering together to offer to God as 

we head toward resurrection?” and  “Who is God calling us to be and what is God calling 

us to do as we prepare to enter a new chapter of life and ministry?”   

To begin to answer these questions, we turn to the story of Jesus’ temptations in 

the wilderness. Mark, our lectionary gospel for this year, gives us just a sentence or two 

about this time. So let’s hear Luke’s account of the story. 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate 
nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished.  The 
devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a 
loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread 
alone.’” 

Then the devil[a] led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 
world. And the devil[b] said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this 
authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, 
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

‘Worship the Lord your God, 
    and serve only him.’” 
Then the devil[c] took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from 
here, for it is written, 
‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
    to protect you,’and 
‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
    so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” 

Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
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There are several things I want us to notice about this story this morning.  First, 

Jesus’ 40 days of temptation in the wilderness – his tithe of a year if you will, directly 

follows his baptism.  Remember with me what happened there.  As Jesus comes up out of 

the water, a dove descends – the symbol of the Spirit.  And the voice of God says, “This 

is my son, my beloved, in him I am well pleased.”  As Jesus entered into this time of 

discernment, he did not go alone. He knew who he was, he knew that he was beloved, 

and he knew that God’s spirit rested on him and in him. I believe it is the same for us as 

we enter this 40 day season of Lent. God walks with us as we enter this time of 

discernment. 

  So, Jesus spends 40 days, fasting and praying to learn what kind of ministry God 

was calling him to have.  This leads us to believe that although Jesus knew his ultimate 

goal, at this point in his journey, he wasn’t yet clear about the path he would take to get 

there, he didn’t know exactly how it would unfold. It was into this period of uncertainty 

and discernment that the voice of temptation steps.  

Let’s look a little more closely at the these three temptations.  First, they are all 

based in some element of truth.  For the first temptation, the tempter knew that Jesus was 

hungry -  he hadn’t eaten in over a month, and he tried to convince Jesus that such hunger 

was not fitting for the Son of God. “If you are the Son of God,” the voice said, 

“command this stone to become a loaf of bread.”   

The tempter knew that if Jesus accepted this temptation, it would do more than 

satisfy his own hunger. As you remember, many of the Israelites lived in poverty, 

scrapping daily for enough food to eat.  If Jesus had yielded to this temptation, his focus 

might well have been on social ministry, one that concentrated on providing food for his 
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people.  Jesus knew this would be a good thing – and he fed thousands over the next three 

years. However, he also knew that God had provided manna for Israel before, and that 

God did not want his total focus to be here. Jesus understood this was not his primary 

calling and he resisted this temptation by quoting Deut. 8:3, “One does not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  

After this, the tempter took Jesus to the pinnacle of the temple.  Then he twisted 

the truth of Scripture and told Jesus that if he threw himself off, God would send angels 

to catch him and keep him from harm. It appears that the tempter had two goals with this 

temptation.  First, people would be amazed by God’s power if Jesus jumped and angels 

caught him, and this would gain Jesus a large following. We all want bigger numbers 

don’t we?   More importantly, the tempter tried to convince Jesus that as God’s Son, he 

had every right to expect this protection.  This tempted Jesus to follow God only if he 

knew for sure that he would remain protected.  Of course, there is no such guarantee in a 

fallen world, and Jesus knew it.  He chose to take the risk and follow God wherever it led 

him and whatever the cost.  He answered me with Deut. 6:16, “Do not put the Lord your 

God to the test.”   

Finally, the tempter offered Jesus a political ministry.  In an instant, he showed 

Jesus all the great kingdoms of the world and offered him all of their glory and authority.  

Again, this looked like a good thing.  Israel had been oppressed by foreign powers for 

many years, and many had been anxiously waiting for a political Messiah who would set 

them free and restore them as a nation of God’s chosen people.  If Jesus had yielded to 

this temptation, he could have freed his people from bondage and guaranteed himself a 
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large following.  The catch, however, was that he had to worship Satan to do it. Jesus 

refused, quoting Deut. 6:13, “Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” 

Jesus had choices to make, just as we all do.  And like Jesus, sometimes we have 

to let go of good things in order to focus on the most important things. So I invite us into 

a time of quiet reflection this morning.  I invite you to get comfortable in your seat, and 

to close your eyes. 

First, think about your own life.  Do you feel like, for the most part, that you are 

where God would have you to be? Do you feel like you are living into God’s call for you 

as a Christ follower? Whether God has called you to be a teacher or an insurance agent or 

a full-time parent or grand-parent,  I hope that you can mostly answer yes to this 

question, acknowledging that God can call us to serve in endless ways and in a wide 

variety of places. Reflect on this question for a moment: Do you feel like you are living 

into God’s call for you as a Christ follower?   

Again, thinking about your own life are there good things that you are doing that 

might be distractions – things that are keeping you from doing and giving your best for 

God?  For example, a pastor recently said that she was spending way too much of her 

week work on the technological elements of their online worship. She realized she 

needed to give this up – to ask for help carrying this piece of the church’s ministry – so 

that she could focus more on preaching, teaching, and visioning.  The technology was an 

important and good thing, but it wasn’t her thing.  Are there good things you need to 

release? 
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Now think with me about our church. What do you think are the most important 

things we need to be doing? Who is God calling us to be and what is God calling us to 

do? 

And what good things are we doing that we might need to let go of in order to live 

into that high calling? 

Will you pray with me?  

 


