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 During Advent we hear the prophecies about the coming Messiah, and the stories of 

Jesus’ birth, but this morning, we are going to step back and put those stories in the larger 

context of all of creation.  I love the opening words of the gospel of John, don’t you,  “In the 

beginning was the Word (capital W), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God.  In this very first sentence, God wants us to see this gospel as the 

story of God and the whole world, not just the story of one character in one place and time. John 

writes about the creator God acting in a new way within God’s much loved creation. i 

 John continues, “All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” If these first 

three verses remind you of the opening words of Genesis, you are not alone, and this is not 

coincidental.  In Genesis 1 we read, “In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 

earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 

God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, let there be light and there was light.” 

Over the next 25 verses in Genesis 1, we hear the story of God speaking all of creation into 

being.   

 In Genesis one, the climax of the story is the creation of human beings who are made in 

God’s image.  In John chapter one, the climax is the arrival of a human being, the Word become 

flesh, the light of the world. Verse 14 puts it this way, “And the word become flesh and lived 

among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.”  



In John, we see God acting in a new way with in God’s much loved creation.ii  In the person of 

Jesus we receive God’s deepest gift of love. 

 You may remember that in the Old Testament, God regularly acts by means of the spoken 

word.  What God says, happens.  Psalm 33:6 reminds us that by the word of the Lord, the 

heavens were made. 

In Isaiah 40:6-8, our passage from last Sunday, we heard that the word of the Lord remains 

forever.  

In Isaiah 55:10-11 we learn that God’s word will go out of his mouth and brig life, healing and 

hope to all creation.   

 These passages and many others remind us that words are powerful.  And so is Jesus, the 

living Word.  Jesus was  present with God in the creation of the world. Even then, Jesus the light 

of the world was challenging the darkness that covered the face of the waters, just as Jesus now 

challenges the darkness that threatens to cover us today.iii And friends, Jesus the Word, the Light, 

the author of love, is bringing into being the new creation, in which God says once more, “Let 

there be light”  Oh I pray that we can receive this great gift of love today, because we are part of 

this story too – any of us and all of us. For God wants people everywhere to be born in a new 

way. God through his love, wants us all to be adopted into the family as children of God.   

 And as new, beloved children of God, we are called to share that love. I John 4:7-8 

reminds us, “Beloved let us love one another, because love is from God, everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.” 

 What does it look like to share love?  One of my favorite examples is O’Henry’s classic 

story “The Gift of Magi.”  Many of you know this story of newlyweds Della and Jim.  Not 

having money for Christmas gifts, Della sells her long hair to buy a watch chain for Jim, and Jim 



sells his prized watch to buy Della hair combs.  It’s a beautiful example of true love and 

sacrifice, one that O’Henry likened to the gifts that the wise men brought Jesus.. 

 This week I read another beautiful story of love and sacrifice- the story of the Middleton 

family of Monmouth New Jersey.  Sonya Middleton, 48, had been a single foster parent for six 

years when in 2017 she took in two sisters, Yazzmine, then 13, and Ahdina.  Within a few days, 

a caseworker called. The girls had a one-year-old brother, could Sonya take him too? She agreed, 

and the three-siblings, Sonya, and Sonya’s young-adult biological daughter crammed into 

Sonya’s townhouse. But that’s not the end of the story.  The children had yet another sibling, 

Eric, aged 9, who they got to see for only 90 minutes each week. Saddened by this, Sonya’s 

daughter suggested that they invite Eric to go with the family to Disney World for Christmas. 

 On the 18 hour road trip from New Jersey to Florida, Sonya marveled at how well the 

four siblings got along.  She and her daughter immediately agreed that they needed to be together 

permanently. Sonya’s daughter offered to move out and get her own place so that there would be 

room for Eric to move in – a beautiful gift of love and sacrifice in its own right.  

 Last year, on National Adoption Day, this unusual family became “official” in a 

ceremony at the New Jersey courthouse, where the kids couldn’t stop smiling.  Not long after, 

Sonya laughingly noted, “Sometimes I wake up and I’m like, WOW. I went from a mother of 

one to a mother of five. But in the organized chaos of our house, we just make it work.” 

(PAUSE) 

 So what might it mean for each of us to share the light of God’s love?  I have no idea. But 

I hope as we discern that for ourselves, and for our congregation, we will let these words from 

Mother of Theresa guide us:  

    



 

May it be so for all of us as we receive and share God’s deepest gift of love.  Amen.  

 
i N.T. Wright, John for Everyone, pp 3-6. 
ii Ibid. 
iiiIbid. 


